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11th session of the Open-ended intergovernmental working group on transnational
corporations and other business enterprises with respect to human rights
ITEM 4: Specific articles

Mr. Chairperson-Rapporteur,

This statement is delivered on behalf of the Global Alliance of National Human Rights
Institutions (GANHRI), which comprises 118 National Human Rights Institutions (NHRlIs).

As independent institutions established in line with the Paris Principles, NHRIs are mandated
to promote and protect human rights, including in the context of business activities.

GANHRI reiterates its strong support for the adoption and implementation of a legally
binding international instrument on business and human rights, which could address gaps in
the protection and accountability of global value chains, particularly those associated with
transnational business activities. This position aligns with GANHRI's commitment to
advancing the effective implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights (UNGPs), particularly in today's era of conflict, climate crisis, rapidly evolving
technologies and persistent inequalities (see the May 2024 Outcome Statement).

GANHRI urges all states to engage actively and constructively in this session in a transparent
and inclusive manner. This engagement should aim to build broad, cross-regional support
for an instrument that strengthens the prevention of human rights violations and ensures
access to redress in the context of business activities.

GANHRI also calls on states to meaningfully engage with NHRIs and draw on their expertise
throughout the drafting process. Their role in facilitating the future implementation and
monitoring of the instrument should be explicitly recognised.

GANHRI has released a position paper outlining its views on the articles of the updated draft
under discussion during this session, and invites Member States to consider its
recommendations.

GANHRI is fully committed to contributing its expertise to ensure that the instrument
strengthens protection and accountability and upholds the rights of all.
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