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NHRI Accreditation Process by GANHRI 

 
Accreditation of national human rights institutions (NHRIs) is one of the objectives of the Global Alliance of 
National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI). GANHRI, represents  more than 110 National Human Rights 
Institutions (NHRIs), their members and staff across all regions, while uniting, promoting and strengthening 
these NHRIs to uphold the Paris Principles. GANHRI and its accreditation process convene under the 
auspices of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). OHCHR is the 
human rights arm of the UN with madate to support the establishment and strengthening of NHRIs. OHCHR 
serves as the Secretariat of the accreditation process. 

The objective of the accreditation process, in line with indicator 16.a.1 of the Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG), is to ensure the existence of strong and independent NHRIs that will support the full enjoyment 
of human rights everywhere and by everyone.  

The UN Secretary General is required by UN Resolutions on NHRIs to periodically report to the Human 
Rights Council on the activity of the GANHRI in accrediting national human rights institutions. The UN 
Secretary General report on accreditation is prepared by the OHCHR.  

 

What 

Accreditation is a rigorous and unique peer-review-
based process, which assesses individual NHRIs’ 
compliance in practice and in law with the 
internationally recognised standards set out in the Paris 
Principles. A status is granted for full compliance and B 
status for partial compliance with the Paris Principles. 

Why 

Accreditation supports NHRIs by providing practical recommendations to help strengthen their 
independence, credibility and effectiveness, in compliance with the Paris Principles. 

Accreditation provides the NHRI with recognition by the international human rights system and helps 
strengthen credibility at the national, regional and global levels in demonstrating a strong commitment to 
uphold international human rights obligations. 

Recommendations on accreditation are integrated in the recommendations by the international human 
rights system to each State. Accreditation forms part of UN member States‘ contribution to the 
strengthening of their respective national human rights architecture. 

 

The Paris Principles were endorsed by the 
Vienna World Conference on Human Rights 
and adopted by the UN General Assembly in 
1993.  They provide a broad framework for the 
status, structure, mandate, composition, 
powers and methods of operation of an NHRI. 
The key pillars of the Paris Principles are 
pluralism, independence, and effectiveness. 

https://ganhri.org/
https://ganhri.org/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/principles-relating-status-national-institutions-paris
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/principles-relating-status-national-institutions-paris
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Who 

GANHRI, through the Sub-Committee on Accreditation (SCA) under the auspices of the OHCHR, is 
responsible for reviewing and accrediting NHRIs. OHCHR serves as Secretariat to the SCA. The SCA is a 
sub-committee of the GANHRI Bureau. The Bureau receives SCA report and recommendations. 

The UN Secretary General periodically reports to both the General Assembly and the Human Rights Council 
on the accreditation process and on GANHRI’s role and activities associated with it. This role has been 
regularly welcomed by the General Assembly and Human Rights Council in their respective resolutions on 
NHRIs. 

The SCA is composed of four A status NHRI members, one from each of the four GANHRI regions (Africa, 
Americas, Asia Pacific, and Europe) which serve for a three-years term renewable.  

A representative of the GANHRI Head Office and of each of the four regional NHRI networks (APF, ENNHRI, 
NANHRI, and RINDHCA) also attend SCA sessions as permanent observers. 

When 

The SCA holds two sessions each year, within the UN premises and under the auspices of OHCHR, in 
Geneva, to consider NHRIs accreditation applications. 

How 

Accreditation decisions and recommendations are based on information submitted by the applicant NHRI 
on their compliance with Paris Principles and other sources of information, including reports submitted by 
civil society organisations, UN mechanisms, and publicly available information. The four SCA members each 
vote to determine the outcome of the review and a final report is published.  

The accreditation process is guided by several documents including the GANHRI Statute. Among these 
documents are:  

• Paris Principles: A set of principles endorsed by the UN General Assembly outlining the minimum 
requirements for the establishment and functioning of a NHRI dedicated to the promotion and 
protection of human rights. 

• General Observations: Are authoritative, interpretative statements that assist in understanding and 
implementing the Paris Principles. They are an important body of jurisprudence that attempt to give 
meaning to the content and scope of the Paris Principles. 

• SCA Rule of Procedures: Set out in detail how the accreditation process is conducted, including the 
roles of SCA members, the Secretariat, observers and the NHRI under the review. 

• SCA Practice Notes: Provide guidance to NHRIs on procedural issues arising during the 
accreditation process (deferrals, special reviews, performance, NHRIs in transition and sources of 
information) and clarify how those are considered by the SCA while reviewing an NHRI. 

A status accreditation grants NHRIs: 

• Full GANHRI membership, including the right to vote and hold governance positions. 
• Independent participation rights at many UN bodies and mechanisms (e.g. Human Rights 

Council). 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri/ganhri-sub-committee-accreditation-sca
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri/global-alliance-national-human-rights-institutions-ganhri/session-reports-and-recommendations-sub-committee-accreditation
https://www.ohchr.org/en/countries/nhri/global-alliance-national-human-rights-institutions-ganhri/sca-rules-procedures-and-general-observations
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• SCA Third-Party Submission Guidelines: Outline the process for third parties to submit information 
to the SCA regarding the implementation of an NHRI’s mandate on the ground. These submissions 
serve as sources of information to support the SCA’s appraisal of an NHRI’s compliance with the 
Paris Principles, alongside other available data. 

• GANHRI Manual on Accreditation: This Guide, published in 2018, provides practical assistance to 
NHRIs navigating the accreditation process, future members of the SCA, and others who may be 
studying NHRIs and accreditation.  

Apart from A and B status, the SCA may defer an application, initiate a special review, recommend the 
suspension or removal of accreditation status. Challenges to recommendations may be initiated by the 
concerned NHRI in line with Article 12 of the GANHRI Statute. 

More information about the accreditation process, including resources can also be found on the GANHRI 
website. 

The NHRI Accreditation Database is an online tool by GANHRI that collects excerpts of SCA 
recommendations to NHRIs since 2017. It provides examples of how the Paris Principles and General 
Observations are applied in practice and offers insights into the criteria that ensure the effectiveness and 
independence of each GANHRI member. 

Strengthening the Accreditation Process  

The SCA, under the auspices of the OHCHR as its Secretariat, continues to objectively review the current 
legislative framework and SCA’s jurisprudence, the current procedures and working methods and their 
application, as well as current practices, to identify how the accreditation process can be further 
strengthened. Through this ongoing improvement, the accreditation process is striving to increase its 
effectiveness, rigour and transparency. 

Help and Advice  

For any question and advice advice on the accreditation process, please contact: 

• GANHRI  info@ganhri.org  
• OHCHR-NIRMS ohchr-scasecretariat@un.org 

 

 

https://ganhri.org/accreditation/
https://ganhri.org/nhri-accreditation-database/
mailto:info@ganhri.org

