
VISION: A just and humane Philippine society of 
persons equal in opportunity, living a life of 
dignity, and forever vigilant against abuses 
and oppression.

MISSION: As conscience of government and the people, we seek truth in human 
rights issues. As beacon of truth, we make people aware of their 
rights, and guide government and society towards actions that respect 
the rights of all, particularly those who cannot defend themselves—the 
disadvantaged, marginalized, and vulnerable.
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IDPs in the Philippines

1. PH geographical 
location = high risk for 
disasters;

2. Decades-long armed 
conflict;

3. Development in the 
countryside and rural 
areas that could affect 
shelter and living 
conditions of the 
locals.

CHR Joint Monitoring Mission in Saguiaran, Lanao del Sur, July 2017
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CREATED BY VIRTUE OF THE 

1987 PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION
There is hereby created an independent office called the Commission 

on Human Rights.(Art. XIII, Sec.17)

The State values the dignity of every human person and guarantees 
full respect for human rights. (Art. II, Sec. 11)
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CHRP and IDP Protection

• Humanitarian mandate:

- Emanates from the Constitution;
- Monitor state compliance of international treaty bodies 

and international human rights laws/principles related 
to human rights protection in humanitarian contexts.

• Human Rights-Based Approach to humanitarian 
protection:
• Inclusion of vulnerable communities in the decision-

making processes;
• Holding both government and non-government 

humanitarian actors accountable;
• Observance of the humanitarian imperative, the 

humanitarian principles, and the principle of Do No 
Harm.
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CHRP IDP Protection Work
1. Protection monitoring in the field - “Presence as Protection”;
2. Evidence-based data gathering (CHRP IDP Monitoring Tool);
3. Investigations and inquiries on alleged human rights 

violations against IDPs;
4. Advocacy building and information dissemination, including 

legislative advocacy;
5. Issuance of policy advisories and key messages; 
6. Referral and reporting of cases to local government units, 

the Protection Cluster, and other bodies;
7. Facilitate dialogues and coordination between IDP 

communities and duty bearers; and
8. Cooperation and coordination with local and international 

groups and communities to improve and mainstream IDP 
protection, in view of IDPs’ achievement of durable 
solutions.
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Collaborative Work
1. The CHRP has been working closely with different 

stakeholders on the ground, including people’s 
organizations, humanitarian organizations, and UN 
agencies;

2. The CHRP also works with the SR on IDPs, the 
UNHCR, and the OHCHR as regards HRBA 
mainstreaming and advocacy work on IDP rights;

3. The CHRP is active in local and national protection 
clusters, and reports to the body and to the UNHCR 
its protection monitoring findings;

4. Together with local CSOs and NGOs, the CHRP 
advocates for the passage of the IDP Protection bill.
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Challenges in exercising mandate

1. Reliance on public 
funding;

2. Government rules could 
be inflexible, making it 
difficult to respond 
urgently;

3. Political repercussions;
4. Fear of reprisal;
5. Lack of general knowledge 

on what human rights 
means in humanitarian 
contexts.

IDP Monitoring Activity in Zamboanga City, 
2020
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Opportunities
1. NHRIs are in a better position to pressure the 

government to swiftly, timely, and adequately 
respond to IDP issues;

2. NHRIs enjoy public trust as regards issues of 
safety and security, thus making them a good and 
independent mediator or referrer;

3. NHRIs can widely engage different stakeholders 
and sectors;

4. NHRIs have strong presence and representation 
locally and internationally, and are in a good 
position to mainstream IDP protection and IDP 
rights.
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Thank you very much.
Center for Crisis, Conflict, and Humanitarian Protection
Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines
ccchp.chr@gmail.com
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SAAC Bldg., Commonwealth Ave.,
UP Complex, Diliman, Quezon City

Public Assistance and Complaints Desk
(0936) 068 0982 (TM) | (0920) 506 1194 (Smart)

(02) 294 8704

/chrgovph
www.chr.gov.ph
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