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Concept note and agenda 
 
Background 

NHRIs across the globe face common challenges, from applying their Paris Principles 
mandates and functions in complex contexts, to advancing policy and legal development in 
line with international human rights norms. Their shared goal is to help ensure that everyone, 
everywhere, enjoys their human rights.  
 
Many member NHRIs have developed innovative approaches to respond to these challenges. 
There is a wealth of experience, knowledge and expertise within GANHRI’s membership.   
 
GANHRI plays a unique role to bring NHRIs together to share their expertise and experiences. 
This is one of the four strategic objectives in our 2020-2022 Strategic Plan.  
 
Through our Knowledge Exchange event – a regular part of our Annual Meetings – 
participating NHRIs build their capacity and extend their networking to deepen their impact 
and scale. The discussions facilitate inter-institutional and inter-personal exchanges among 
peers from the global family of NHRIs. 
 
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has raised new threats to the enjoyment of human rights 
by all, and, consequently, new challenges for NHRIs in applying their mandate and functions. 
At the same time, as evidenced in the recently-released TPP study, COVID-19 and National 
Human Rights Institutions, NHRIs from all regions have quickly adapted and developed 
promising practices to address the human rights impacts of the pandemic and those resulting 
from actions by States’ to contain it. At the same time, NHRIs continue to face challenges 
and require support.  
 
Since the start of the pandemic, GANHRI has supported members to stay connected through 
webinars, an online Community of Practice and through the 2020 Annual Meeting in 
December, which members rated very highly.  
 
Objectives  

The Knowledge Exchange event at the 2021 Annual Meeting will be an opportunity for our 
members, from all four regions to meet and exchange in an inclusive, participatory and 
stimulating environment.    



 

   
 

 
 
Specifically, the event will provide a platform for member NHRIs to: 

 

• Learn from the experiences of peer NHRIs from all regions  

• Identify promising practices they could consider in their own work 

• Discuss areas where support and advice from peer NHRIs would be welcome, and the 

role of GANHRI and UN partners to facilitate this support 

• Identify needs and opportunities for further exchanges  

• Strengthen existing relationships, and build new ones, with peer NHRIs. 
 
The event will help GANHRI, together with UNDP and OHCHR, to identify and document 
NHRI experiences and practices, as well as areas for continuing support.   
 
Participants  

The Knowledge Exchange event is open to all NHRIs. We encourage participation from 
various representatives within the same NHRI. The event will also be attended by partners 
from the UN Human Rights Office and UNDP. The event is closed to the public to ensure a 
safe and collegial environment for the discussions.  
 
Agenda 
 
13:00- 13:05 Welcome and Introduction to the session  
13:05-13:10 Transfer to break-out rooms 
13:10-14:25 Break-out session discussions 
14:30-15:00 Reporting back discussion in Plenary session   

 
 
Methodology / lead questions  

Following an introductory session in plenary, participants will join break-out group sessions, 
where they will be encouraged to share their experiences, discuss promising practices and 
identify ongoing challenges and the needs of their NHRI.  
 
Discussions will be led by a facilitator. A rapporteur will document the discussions and share 
highlights in the plenary session to conclude the event.  
 
While it is anticipated that discussions will be informed by NHRI responses to COVID-19, the 
questions have been framed broadly to ensure open discussions and exchanges to flourish, 
based on the interests and experiences of participants.  
 



 

   
 

• Lead Question 1 – What has been your NHRI’s major achievement in the past year? Please 

share how you have applied your mandate and functions, describe the impact on human 

rights you have had, and the lessons you have learned. 

 

 

• Lead Question 2 – What has been the main challenge/s your NHRI has faced in the past 

year? How have you sought to address these challenges? 

• Lead Question 3 – Forward looking: What advice or guidance would you share with peer 

NHRIs? What advice would you welcome receiving? What would you suggest 

recommending as next steps? 
 


